PASS – Technical Manual and User guide
Overview:

Welcome to Patent and Application Search Software! PASS is a unique application that allows user to conduct multiple term patent searches, within specified date range. The search results (relevant patents/application found) are saved into EXCEL file for further research. 

As far as it is known, no such program is available at this day. 

The program also has a very affordable price of 48$/yr. per 1 license. 

This is a short manual intended to guide you through the program, providing a brief summary of software’s main options. 
Target:
The PASS purpose is to enable users to conduct multiple terms search at the American patents and patent applications sites:

http://appft1.uspto.gov/netahtml/PTO/search-adv.html http://patft.uspto.gov/netahtml/PTO/search-adv.htm 
and the European patents site:

http://ep.espacenet.com/advancedSearch?locale=en_EP. 
As the above sites are limited to small number of search terms at a time, searching for big number of terms can become a very time-consuming task. Alternatively, PASS allows a query of virtually unlimited number of search terms – which can be run automatically and (in most cases) without any user interference.
GUI:
As you see, the program window is divided into 3 main parts.

· In the left there are 2 browser windows.

· In the center – search terms field is present.
· In the right – command buttons and options are located.
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Usage:

1) To run a US patent/application search:

a. Enter your search terms, separated by commas and space (e.g. “Search, terms”). Complicated searches are possible in compliance with the uspto.gov options (e.g. “ttl/(enter and (search or terms))”)

b. Change search dates (default set to 2 weeks prior to current date).

c. Choose applications or patents search

d. Choose to search for all terms in titles/abstracts only, or complete search. If you choose the default option each search term will be treated separately (complicated searches can be applied here, see above). The Title and Abstract options will automatically add “ttl/” and “abst/” respectively to when searching for a term.

e. Click “US Run” button – the program will run in the upper browser and gather results for all of your search terms.
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2) To run a EU search:
a. Enter your search terms, separated by commas and space (e.g. “Search, terms”).

b. Enter search date (in this option it can be not complete, e.g. “200811” will search for all days of November 2008).Up to 4 dates, separated by spaces can be entered.

c. If you wish to search in abstracts only – check the relevant checkbox.

d. If you wish to search for results in certain country – enter its “code” in accordance to espacenet.com website (e.g. “GB” for Great Britain)
e. Click “EU Run” button – the program will run in lower browser and gather results for all of your search terms.
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Running:
During data gathering, beside the browser window, notice the line between the 2 browsers. It contains info about the current search term and progress. Also, notice the search terms area – the words will disappear as they are searched for.

Due to latest updates to espacenet.com site, during the EU run, a CAPTCHA stop can occur. You will be required to enter a number that appears on the website – it will be shown in your lower browser. Just enter the number and click “submit button” – the program will continue to run.

[image: image4.jpg]



Results:
The results will be put into excel file. The file will become active and should be saved before closing the application. 

The US run results are links to patents/applications that matched the search terms. Column A will contain patent/application number and Column B – patent/application title. Both are links and can be clicked on to open the patent/application in the Internet Explorer window (outside the application itself).

The EU run results are search terms that are “not empty” – that means that there are patents available on the espacenet.com site for those words (listed in column A).
Limitations:
OS: The program is known to run fluently on both Windows Vista and Windows XP.

Screen resolution: Screen resolution should be set at least 1024X768. For 800X600 resolution special version is available.

Contact:
For further questions, assistance, requests and ideas regarding the program, contact Sigma Plus Software at:

contact@sigma-plus.co.il
We hope you enjoy this program and invite you to visit our website http://software.sigma-plus.co.il and check our other products. 
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